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St Luke’s Church, Maidenhead




 Christmas Tree Festival, 6th – 8th  December 2019
Last Christmas we held our eighth Christmas Tree Festival – this successful community event has become an annual part of Christmas!   You may have read about it in the press, or popped in to experience the trees in church.  Over the weekends many people have been into church to see the beautiful trees and to enjoy the warm pre-Christmas atmosphere.  Last year we gave £2100 to charity and added around £2800 to our own day to day costs.  
I am writing to invite you to take part by sponsoring and decorating a tree.  For the first year we have raised the cost to just £30 to sponsor a tree, and you can then decorate it in your own way – to a theme or to reflect your interest.  We will provide blocked, real, trees (4 -5 feet high) and a plug socket for lights.  You get cheap advertising and the chance to win the title of best tree of the festival.  We will invite our visitors to vote for the best tree by placing money in a pot.  The winner will receive a framed certificate and a sum of money will be donated to charity.  This year we have chosen Ivy’s Gifts (see https://ivysgifts.co.uk/) as that charity.  All other proceeds from the Festival will go towards our own general fund to maintain the church and work in this community and beyond.
Trees will be available in church from 10.00 am on Thursday 5th December and should be decorated by 8.00 pm that day.  We are again inviting local schools to come along to view the trees on Friday.  After the festival donors are welcome to take their trees away complete or to leave them complete or undecorated to be sold or given to a family in need.  The sponsor form asks you to let us know in advance what you wish to do with your tree to assist clearing away on the Monday.

The festival details are:

Friday 6th December

10.00 am - 7.00 pm, Church open to view decorated trees; stalls and refreshments
7.30 pm, Winter Wonderland, an entertainment by our choir with light seasonal refreshments                        

Saturday 7th  

10.00 am - 7.00 pm, Church open to view decorated trees; stalls and refreshments    
free concert at 1.00 pm (lunches available from midday)                    

Sunday, 8th December 
12.00 – 6.00 pm, Church open; stalls and refreshments,  6.00 pm ‘Christmas Tree’ Service
If you would like to sponsor and decorate a tree please return the attached slip.  If you would like to find out more do call me on either number above / below.

I look forward to seeing you at the Christmas Tree Festival.  Thank you for your support for this parish community event.

With all good wishes

Sally
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